	[image: image7.jpg]




	  Weekly Update
      08 OCTOBER 2008

www.phfirms.co.za    


	A SUMMARY OF THIS WEEKS HEADLINES:

· Digital Body Scanners at Airports in the EU

· Rate Cuts 

· Equality Court Ruling

· Chief Justice P Langa on Judges and extra remuneration

· Justice for a father who killed his children

· Tax News 

· Latest Legislation

· Recent Judgments

· Steel prices

· Poor Performance in the Workplace

· Making Debt Collecting Profitable

· Current Property News

· Americans and their pensions

· China keeps traffic rules after Olympic success

· Telkom rolls out its own 3G network

AIRPORT CHECKS

EU to introduce virtual strip searches at airports by 2010 
Digital body scanners which leave little to the imagination will be used by airport security on passengers traveling across the European Union within two years. 

Read more...





CASE LAW UPDATE:

Premier Ndebele welcomes Equality Court decision
KwaZulu-Natal Premier Sibusiso Ndebele has welcomed the Equality Court ruling which found that a Durban school’s language policy discriminated against its isiZulu-speaking learners. Read more...

Judges should not need extra remuneration
Chief Justice Pius Langa said the conditions of service of judicial officers should be such that they do not have to look elsewhere for remuneration or other benefits. Read more...
Wife wants life for 'child-killing' spouse 

The police captain who witnessed her husband and fellow officer shoot dead their three children in their sleep wants him incarcerated for life. Read more…

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Rate cuts: SA won't join in
SA central bank kicked off a 2day policy meeting to decide on interest rates, with the repo likely to remain unchanged despite rate cuts in other countries. 

[image: image2.jpg]



LEGISLATION UPDATE:

Latest Legislation released by JUTA

New legislation, regulations, bills, proclamations and government notices ... 

New Legislation 26/09/08 - 03/10/08
New Legislation 19/09/08 -26/09/08
Financial Intelligence Centre Amendment Act (No. 11 of 2008)
It is hereby notified that the President has assented to the following Act, which is hereby published for general information.

SA too soft on Crime
South Africa is too soft on crime, said Jacob Zuma. "We consider criminals in a democratic way and our laws at times are user friendly," said Zuma. Read more…

 

Cross-Border Road Transport Amendment Act (No. 12 of 2008)
It is hereby notified that the President has assented to the following Act, which is hereby published for general information.  


  Statutes of the Republic of SA 2007
  Wette van die Republiek van SA 2007
Cape Town wants high-rise building policy 

The City of Cape Town is considering drawing up a policy that would regulate applications for the construction of skyscrapers, says a Cape Times report.

Competition Bill changed to limit directors' liability
The Competition Amendment Bill has been changed to limit the liability of directors and executives for the anti-competitive behaviour of companies in cases where they do not know of illegal actions, says a Business Day report.
TAX & BANKING 

NEWS:

Top companies pay millions to 
be tax compliant  
Top 50 companies spent R144,8m to comply with the tax laws last year this included R64,2m on salaries and 

related overheads and R80,6m 

paid to external tax service providers, says a new study released by PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
Read more…
Lender denies it is fleecing taxi owners 
SA Taxi Finance, whose contracts are being investigated by the National Credit Regulator, has denied that its credit agreements contain hidden costs or constitute reckless lending. Read more...

Push for cleaner environment in   taxing times 
At present, some jurisdictions’ tax laws not only miss huge opportunities to clean up the environment, they also sometimes lead to a more polluted environment. The government has introduced a number of proposals, including the possibility of introducing a carbon tax. Read more...

JUDGMENTS:

Odendaal v Ferraris (422/2007) [2008] ZASCA 85 

The case concerns an outbuilding for which no plans had been passed and a carport which contravened building regulations. It reaffirms the commonly accepted understanding of latent defects and the voetstoots clause. 

Kruger v President of the Republic of RSA and Others (CCT 57/07)
The Constitutional Court's decision in the above mentioned matter was handed down. 

S v Monageng (590/06) [2008] ZASCA 129  

Appeal against conviction for child rape and sentence of 18 years imprisonment – appellant’s version not reasonably possibly true and properly rejected – no material misdirection on the part of the sentencing court and sentence imposed not ‘shocking’, ‘startling’ or ‘disturbingly inappropriate’ – no reason entitling the appeal court to interfere – conviction sentence confirmed.

Lacoste SA v Long Chang Trading CC (29835/05) [2008] ZAGPHC 292
Infringing the registered rights of the plaintiff, goods to be counterfeit. Defendant is ordered to pay the costs interdicted from infringing the registered rights.
FINANCE:

No end in sight for declining 
steel prices  
A global slump in steel demand coupled with a drop in prices saw SA’s major steel producers, 

ArcelorMittal experienced the worst drop in 18 years. Read more…
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Tender Bulletin
(Free State)

LOOKING @ LABOUR LAW:

You can´t just tell an employee to pack up and go
The Code of Good Practice: Dismissal imposes several requirements on an employer who is considering dismissing an employee for misconduct. Read more...

Poor Performance in the Workplace
Many employers – if not most, confuse poor performance with negligence, incapacity and even misconduct. This is because of a lack of understanding of the clear distinctions that separate the various conditions – in other words, the employer does not know what the charge should be. He only knows that what is happening is unacceptable to him, and the employee must be dismissed as quickly as possible. Read more…

THE OHS ACT AND THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF MANAGEMENT
The programme will be useful for managers at all levels.

Workshop - Durban and Johannesburg

RECOMMENDED  READING:

10 Rules for making
Debt Collecting more profitable




Acceptance Speech newly appointed President 

EYE ON PROPERTY:

Scheduled Fees 

A new Schedule of Fees of Office for the Deeds Registries will come into effect on 27 October. Read more…
House prices slide more
House price inflation slowed further year-on-year in September, edging closer to the seemingly inevitable spectra of deflation, the FNB House Price Index showed. Read more...

Middle house price growth very low
South African nominal year-on-year (y/y) price house price growth in the middle segment of the market in September dropped to its lowest level in more than 15 years. Read more… 

Building | Renovations | Decor | DIY | Outdoor |   and more…
PROPERTY:
All white is dynamite!
Technically speaking, white is not actually a colour, but the absence of a unique spectral reflection. However, when using white in decor, it is so much more than merely the lack of colour – instead, it's a design entity in its own right. Read more… 





INTERNATIONAL NEWS:

Fearing for pensions
Angry Americans urged lawmakers to shore up the ailing financial sector and prevent a repeat of the biggest stock market plunge in history, which had threatened to suck the life out of US pension funds. Read more…
China Keeps Car Rules Imposed for Olympics
The government began taking 30 percent of its cars in the capital off the roads Wednesday in an attempt to make permanent some of the traffic restrictions imposed during the Olympic Games, officials and media reports said. Read more...
Senate OKs energy tax breaks in bailout bill
The Senate approved legislation extending billions of dollars in tax credits for the solar, wind and biodiesel industries as part of a $700 billion rescue plan for Wall Street. Read more...
SEMINARS:

KREDIETWET
PTA,  POTCH, PAARL, en BFN
‘n Reeks van vier seminare aangebied deur 

Regslui vir Afrikaans

Interpretation of Statutes Seminar 
Essential Taxes Catch Up 
Interpretation of Statutes Under a Supreme Constitution Seminar 
HOT OFF THE PRESS:

Telkom rolls out its own 3G network
Telkom will over the next month deploy its own third generation (3G) wireless network across the country. This will bring the fixed-line operator closer to providing its customers with fully converged information communication technology solutions, reports Southafrica.info. Read more...
Women at the forefront of change in SA
South African women are at the forefront of bringing about change and fighting poverty and underdevelopment, Finance Minister Trevor Manuel said. Read more...
QUOTES:

ANSWERS

“There are years that ask 

questions, and years that answer.”

Zora Neale Hurston

“Within the covers of the Bible 

are all the answers for all the

 problems men face.”

 Ronald Reagan
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